
COMING IN SEPTEMBER FROM 

R. C. SPROUL

T  hroughout church history the 
book of Romans has been pivotal 

to understanding Christian life and 
doctrine. Convinced that “Paul’s full-
est, grandest, most comprehensive 
statement of the gospel” is just as vi-
tal today, Sproul has delivered nearly 
sixty sermons on Romans at St. An-
drew’s Chapel, where he has pastored 
for more than a decade. 

These expositions are now being  
released in a hardcover book com-
prising nearly 600 pages of material. 
Sproul’s passage-by-passage exposi-

tions will not only 
enrich any preaching 
or teaching ministry 
but any thoughtful 
study of this weighty 
epistle.

800-323-3890    www.crossway.org
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Aware of the growing number and significant 
leadership role of Directors of Women’s Ministries 
in local PCA churches, CEP continues to provide a 

defined fellowship aimed at equipping these women for 
ministries that unite with an overall Christian education 
and discipleship focus. 

During the past seven years of hosting this event, 
we have been greatly encouraged by “where we are” 
in God’s providence. We see discernable kingdom 
fruit that has accrued from CEP’s strategic outreach 
to women serving on church staffs. For this reason, we 
have gone forward in offering another educational and 
networking event for women who are serving as full-
time or part-time paid staff women in a local church.

CEP is ably assisted in planning by Donna Dobbs, Director 

of Christian Education 
at First Presbyterian in 
Jackson, Mississippi, and Cathy 
Wilson, former Director of Women at 
Kirk of the Hills in St. Louis, Missouri. Cathy 
is a former Women in the Church Trainer and 
currently the WASC representative for the Mid-
America region. These women work with Jane 
Patete, CEP Coordinator of Women’s Ministries, to 
plan a conference that addresses and provides:

Equipping for Word-centered curricula  	

selection, design, and focus. 
Beneficial peer relationships.	

Spiritual refreshment.	

Denominational context.	

Informed discussions on key ministry issues.	

Dr. Dan Doriani, adjunct professor of New Testament 
at Covenant Theological Seminary and pastor of Central 
Presbyterian Church in St. Louis, Missouri; Joel Belz, 
PCA ruling elder, founder and former CEO of World 
Magazine; and Dr. Donald Guthrie, Associate Professor of 
Educational Ministries at Covenant Theological Seminary, 
were recent speakers and point to the high caliber of 
training that is offered.

At the 2009 Directors of Women’s Ministries Retreat, 
Nate Shurden, teaching elder at First Presbyterian Church, 
Jackson, Mississippi, was the speaker. Nate led sessions 
designed to help participants learn how to biblically get 
to the heart of the matter in the counseling opportunities 
that seem to abound within a local church. One highlight 
of the event, which took place August 3-5 at the Omni 
Hotel in Atlanta, Georgia, was the time set aside for robust 
discussion that helped apply the gospel to people’s life 
situations, strengthened peer connections, and brought 
personal refreshment and equipping tools for ministry. e

Nate Shurden received a B.A. in Moral 
Philosophy from Bannockburn College and a 
Master of Divinity (Counseling) from Reformed 
Theological Seminary, Jackson, MS. Nate is 
currently Minister of Discipleship & Young Adults 
at First Presbyterian Church, Jackson, MS, and 

the Shelf Life Editor for reformation21, the online magazine of 

the Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals. 

Leadership Role of Directors of 
Women’s Ministries

The PCA’s Campus Ministry

at a Glance:
RUF is located 

in 54 Presbyteries in 33 states. 
123 RUF Ministries nationwide.  
We have grown from 1 ministry  

in 1972 to 123 in 2009. 
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September 12  
Pittsburgh, PA
Gospel Fellowship 
Presbyterian 
kathywoolner@hotmail.com

September 25  
Birmingham, AL
Faith Presbyterian 
shood@faith-pca.org

October 3  
Baltimore, MD
Severna Park Evangelical 
Presbyterian
mprince@spepchurch.org

October 17 
Asheville, NC
Trinity Presbyterian
elaine@trinityasheville.com

‘09 Two down – Four to go! and 

Don’t worry. You have four more opportunities to participate in these regional one-day conferences.

Catechism:
Catechism for 
Young Children:
Joseph Capitano
Anna Plaia
Caroline Tryfiates
Liam Whitenack
	 New Life in Christ Church
	 Fredericksburg, Virginia

Joseph Linton
Sara LoPiccolo
Grace Solits
	� Severna Park Evangelical  

Presbyterian Church
	 Pasadena, Maryland

Isaiah Chomko
Isaac Hulsey
Grant Walters
	� Center Grove  

Presbyterian Church
	 Edwardsville, Illinois 

Michael Sasser
	� Young Meadows  

Presbyterian Church
	 Montgomery, Alabama

John Hooker
	 Christ Presbyterian Church
	 Oxford, Mississippi

Nathaniel Thompson
Benjamin Thompson
Danielle Hanenburg
Zachary Snyder
	� Cherokee Presbyterian 

Church
	 Canton, Georgia

Emily Sheetz
	 Aliso Creek  
	 Presbyterian Church
	 Laguna Niguel, California

Marion Pearson
	 Grace Presbyterian Church
	 Lexington, Virginia

Anna Morgan Butler
Ethan Camera
Owen Camera
Joshua Childree
Caroline Duffee
Carlie Foust
Grayson Gale
Nathaniel Haley
Jacob Hawk
Sam Hendrix
Jonathan Hess
Jonathan Kelleher
Abby Mather
Sadler McKeen
Luke Moore
Katie Payne
Rachel Ponder
Reid Richesin

Ross Richesin
Kathleen Shirley
Emily Waddell
Graham Walters
Jack Waters
Alia Waugh
	� Briarwood  

Presbyterian Church
	� Birmingham, Alabama

Westminster 
Shorter Catechism:
Henry Hamilton Smith T
	 �Trinity Presbyterian Church
	 Opelika, Alabama

Announcing- The National Childeren’s Ministry Conference 2010
January 12-14 Atlanta, Georgia

Children’s M
inistry

See the Three Year Curriculum available online at www.pcacep.org/resources/3yearcurriculum.htm for additional help as your 
church plans for spiritual and discipleship growth 800.283.1357 or visit www.cepbookstore.com

Old Testament – 
Job: Lessons in  
Comfort by Frankie  
Bennett (See the review in 
the last Equip or online at  
www.pcacep.org.)

New Testament – 
The Sermon on the 
Mount: Living Life as 
Jesus Taught It by Gordon 
Reed. Reed considers  
Matthew 5-7 to be perhaps 
the most important part of the Bible 
because here we see Jesus and hear the 

heart of His teaching. Twelve lessons with 
study guide.

Miracles of Christ by 
Jim Bland (Coordinator of 
MNA). A fun and helpful 
study of twelve of Jesus’ 
miracles written in work-
book format. 

James: An Inductive Bible Study by 
Deb Sink. Twelve lessons dealing with what 
was the first New Testament letter, written to 
Christians having a difficult time with their 
new lives in Christ. A free Leader’s Guide is 
available at www.cepbookstore.com.  
Available Fall 2009.

Topical – 
A Woman Looks at the  
Confession of Faith by Jeanne  
Patterson. Here are twenty-three lessons 
that will help your group work through 
the truths on which our PCA denomina-
tion stands. Available Fall 2009.

Seasons of Change,  
Seasons of Grace by 
Georgia Settle. We live in an 
age where people claim they 
want change, but change is 
hard. Georgia helps women 
navigate through twelve changes we can 
expect in life. A free Leader’s Guide is 
available at www.cepbookstore.com.

Christian Education and Publications
Discipling God’s Covenant People

TM 6                          is happy to announce six new or updated studies being offered this year.



14 equip to disciple  |  issue three 2009

equip tip

Christian Education and Publications | Discipling God’s Covenant People

Men | Women | youth | Children | equip to disciple

Yo
uth

 M
ini

str
y Have you noticed lately that teenagers are 

doing some pretty amazing things? Take Zac 
Sunderland for example. This seventeen-year-

old homeschooler from California was recently featured in 
ESPN: The Magazine, chronicling his attempt to become 
the youngest person to sail solo around the world. That’s 
right. 25,000 nautical miles by himself in a boat built in 1972 
that he bought for six thousand dollars. During his voyage, 
he has been chased by pirates, caught in severe storms, 
dealt with equipment breakdowns, and is currently about 
300 miles from home. To a reporter’s question about what 

he plans to do next, Zac responded that while he does 
not have plans yet, he does know that going to college to 
work a 9-5 job will be difficult. You can follow his exploits 
on his blog, www.zacsunderland.com/blog. 

Or how about Bonnie Richardson from tiny Rochelle, 
Texas, (population 600) who for the last two years has 
single-handedly won the state team track championship 
for her school? Bonnie is the entire track team, and at 
each track meet she runs 7-9 events in the course of a day. 
The town and school are so small that they do not have a 
track for her to practice on. She trains on a dirt track for 
running events and at a rival high school for the others. 
You can read about her incredible accomplishments at 
www.highschool.rivals.com. 

Perhaps you have heard of a teenager from Atlanta 
named Zac Hunter, who at the age of fourteen decided 
that he needed to do something about modern-day 
slavery around the world. As a seventh grader, he started 
Loose the Change to Loosen Chains to try to raise money 
to release the estimated 27 million people in bondage. 
This teenage abolitionist went on from there to write 
books called Be The Change and Generation Change. 
A quick Google search will let you read several articles 
written about him. 

Finally, let me mention one other website about 

young men who are doing incredible things. On  
www.therebelution.com, brothers Alex and Brett Harris 
challenge teenagers to stop wasting their lives and do 
significant things for the glory of God.

Here is why I mention these young people in a 
magazine about discipleship. It seems to me that though 
most PCA churches express a verbal commitment to 
youth ministry, we fall short at giving students the chance 
to practice their faith. Dr. Chap Clark, professor at Fuller 
Theological Seminary and author of several youth ministry 
books, believes that churches that call teenagers to radical 
obedience and do not allow them opportunity to put into 
practice their faith are in actuality abandoning teenagers. 
Let me explain. 

Our Amazing Teens

enrich

On www.therebelution.com, 
brothers Alex and Brett Harris 

challenge teenagers  
to stop wasting their 

lives and do  
significant things  

for the glory  
of God.



Christian Education and Publications | Discipling God’s Covenant People equip to disciple  |  issue three 2009 15

equip to disciple | Men | Women | youth | Children

Regardless of what adults may think, teenagers are 
influenced by what adults tell them; but they often lack the 
social, emotional, physical, or spiritual development needed 
to process what they have been told on their own. Studies 
continue to show there is a short window of opportunity 
for information to be acted on until it becomes irrelevant. 
This reality makes me wonder if student ministries that talk 
about dropping nets and following Christ, stepping out in 
faith, dying to self, living for Christ, being salt and light, 
and going into all the world to make disciples but do not 
give students opportunities to do these things, or that only 
allow students a chance to lead recreation at VBS once a 
year, might actually be guilty of perpetuating the myth of 
the irrelevance of God’s Word to “real” life.

I can already hear the push back from people regarding 
my last statement. I know that some feel the church is a 
place of protection and shelter for young people, and I have 

personally experienced what happens when teenagers 
who radically step out fail miserably. I hear the stories from 
youth pastors of conflict that has arisen when adults were 
afraid of teenagers doing ministry at the homeless shelter 
or practicing street evangelism. However, after twenty years 
in youth ministry I am more committed today than ever to 
the belief that God calls even thirteen-year-olds to radical 
obedience. Sometimes that call has messy results. Will they 
at times goof it up? Absolutely. Will they do it differently 
than you would? Probably. But as I said at the start of the 
article, teenagers are doing some pretty amazing things; 
and perhaps it would behoove the church to have adults 
move out of the way and see what plans the Lord has for 
this next generation. e

— �Rev. Danny Mitchell  
Youth and Family Ministries Coordinator

enrich

Your children’s ministry can stand out as a welcoming place 
where every child is loved and incorporated into the body of 
Christ.

Each of our weekly club programs—Pioneer, Exploring and 
Discovery— is Christ-centered, rooted in biblical principles and 
promotes the authority of God’s Word in all aspects of life.  

Introduce the kids in your church and community to a life-
changing experience—a relationship with Jesus Christ. Pioneer 
Clubs is often the first step in attracting an unchurched family 
to your fellowship.
  

Get FREE sample lessons
 and learn more about Pioneer Clubs®

Visit us at–
 www.pioneerclubs.org/go/club.php

    Pioneer Clubs–

A Place for Kids to Experience God’s Word

Call today
to get started
630.694.2582

Pioneer Clubs is recommended by the 
Presbyterian Church in America.

C E L E B R AT I N G



New from 
Bryan Chapell
9780801036408  •  320 pp.  •  $24.99c

The church’s worship has always been shaped by its 
understanding of the gospel. Here the bestselling 
author of Christ-Centered Preaching brings biblical 
and historical perspective to discussions about 
worship, demonstrating that the gospel has shaped 
key worship traditions and should shape today’s 
worship as well.

This accessible and engaging book provides the 
church with a Christ-centered understanding 
of worship to help it transcend the traditional/
contemporary worship debate and unite in ministry 
and mission priorities. Contemporary believers will 
learn how to shape their worship based on Christ’s 
ministry to and through them. The book’s insights 
and practical resources for worship planning will be 
useful to pastors, worship leaders, worship planning 
committees, missionaries, and worship and ministry 
students.

“This will now be the fi rst book I give people—or turn to myself—on the practice of understanding, planning, 
and leading in corporate worship.”—Tim Keller, Redeemer Presbyterian Church; author of The Reason for God

“[This] is a book that seems destined to become one of the best resources available for improving the practice 
of Christian worship.”—Philip Ryken, Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia

ALSO FROM BRYAN CHAPELL

Christ-Centered Preaching, 2nd ed.

9780801027987  •  400 pp.  • $29.99c

“Preachers will be stretched, challenged, and 
shown how to preach the Word more faithfully 
and effectively.”—Charles Dunahoo, Equip for Ministry

Ava i l ab le  a t  your  l oca l  books to re ,  www.bakeracademic . com,  o r  by  ca l l i ng  1 -800 -877 -2665  
Subsc r ibe  to  Baker  Academic ’s  e lec t ron i c  news le t te r  (E -Notes )  a t  www.bakeracademic . com L

221212_Equip to Disciple 8_09.indd   1 7/1/09   8:21:48 AM
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Learning Evangelism 
from Jesus, Jerram Barrs, 

Crossway Books, 2009, 283 pages, 

$14.39. (#9523)

Jerram Barrs has given us a good sequel to his 

earlier book, The Heart of Evangelism. This book 

is more focused in dealing with how Jesus 

approached the subject we would call evangelism. 

I agree with David Wells. “This is not a book 

about evangelism technique but about doing 

evangelism biblically.” In one sense we can say 

that Jesus did not have a particular methodology 

in doing evangelism; yet on the other hand, there 

are certain aspects that are a common thread in 

his approach. We perhaps should say that Jesus 

always had an objective in mind, though it was 

always applied by situation or context.

Barrs points out an approach of Jesus to people 

that was often followed by the late Francis Schaeffer. 

Schaeffer knew how to learn about people, to ask 

questions, and to listen before seeking to present 

Christ to them. Barrs actually quotes Schaeffer, 

who used to say that “if he had only one hour with 

someone, he would spend 55 minutes asking them 

questions and 5 minutes trying to say something 

that would speak to their situation once he 

understood a little more about what was going on 

in their heart and mind.” This is a good summary of 

Barrs’ approach in this book, using the parables to 

demonstrate Jesus’ style or method.

Barr even quotes from the observation of 

Paul Weston, who has counted the number of 

questions Jesus asked in the Gospels, an overall 

total of 284. Jesus also told stories and left the 

audience to respond and conclude His story, 

such as the famous parables in Luke’s Gospel 

regarding the two lost sons. Jesus used story form 

to communicate His message; and He did so in 

a way that the audience, if they had ears to hear, 

would know exactly what He was driving at. 

The confrontation with the Bible teacher, 

as Barrs calls it, or the Good Samaritan parable, 

demonstrates another approach of Jesus. This time, 

more than telling a story, He asked questions. Jesus 

met the young lawyer where he was, which not 

only caught the man off guard with His questions 

back to him but also revealed something inside 

this inquisitor.  Here was a lawyer who knew 

Scripture and could quote at least the key parts 

but in reality did not know what those Scriptures 

meant. Through a questioning process, Jesus made 

it obvious that such was the case. 

In witnessing we have to realize, and we soon 

will if we do not, that simply quoting Scripture 

does not reveal belief and understanding. 

Knowing the truth is different from doing the 

truth. Jesus masterfully demonstrates how to 

answer questions with questions to make His 

point. Barr also reminds us that many to whom 

we witness may not only lack a saving knowledge 

of God but an understanding of themselves 

as well. Following Calvin, he reminds us that 

we can only know ourselves if we know God. 

*  (This article is continued on the web at  

www.pcacep.org)

When Kids Hurt: Help for 
Adults Navigating the Adolescent 
Maze, Chap Clark and Steve Rabey, 

Baker, 2009, 208 pages, $11.19 (#9518).

What does an author do when he writes an 

academic youth ministry book that is critically 

acclaimed in youth ministry circles and sells 

beyond all expectations? Simple. He writes 

another book on the same topic only this time he 

joins with another expert in the field and moves 

from the academic into the practical. Dr. Chap 

Clark, Fuller Theological Seminary professor, made 

the compelling case in his book Hurt: Inside the 

Mind of Today’s Teenager that teenagers in today’s 

culture have been systemically abandoned by the 

adults and institutions that have traditionally cared 

for them. The resulting effect of this abandonment 

is a generation of hurting, disenfranchised young 

people who, somewhat ironically, are actually 

craving relationships with the very same adults 

Jesus  
always had  

an objective in 
mind, though 
it was always 

applied by 
situation or 

context.

The reality is 
that teenagers 
do not exist 
and develop 
in a vacuum; 
something will 
always fill the 
void. 
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who have abandoned them. Clark’s first book 

served as a wake up call for anyone who works 

with or cares for teenagers, from parents to school 

teachers to youth ministry workers. In the follow 

up book When Kids Hurt, Dr. Clark joins with 

Steve Rabey, editor of YouthWorker Journal, to 

further explain the ramifications of a generation 

of teenagers who have been abandoned and offer 

some well-seasoned advice on how adults should 

address these issues. 

By his own admission, Clark is a glass half-

empty kind of guy when he surveys the landscape 

of contemporary teenage culture. During his 

research, he and Rabey see hurting, abandoned 

teenagers around every corner. As a veteran youth 

worker, I am afraid that I am in agreement with 

their conclusions about hurting teenagers. If an 

adult will scratch just a little below the surface, 

I am convinced that you will find teenagers 

experiencing the affects of abandonment in the 

most unlikely places…like sitting in the pews of 

your church this Sunday. 

With academic and athletic performance 

pressures, which conflict with the message of 

unconditional love, and meaningful familial 

relationships being replaced with material 

possessions or more activities, teenagers are 

more stressed out than ever and uncertain how 

to cope.  The reality is that teenagers do not exist 

and develop in a vacuum; something will always 

fill the void.  

The authors do a good job in part two of the 

book helping adult readers get a glimpse into the 

world of teenagers. Speaking of mid-adolescent (9-

12 grade) reasons for increasing sexual behavior, 

the authors state in the chapter “Sexual but Not 

Satisfied” that “adolescent sexuality, and perhaps 

all human sexuality, is connected more to a desire 

for relational connection and a safe place than to 

a physical, albeit sometimes pleasurable, activity of 

the body.” In other words, teenage sexual behavior 

has more to do with the desire for meaningful 

relationships than it does with a physical act.  

*  (This article is continued on the web at  

www.pcacep.org)

The Christian Mind:  
How Should A Christian Think? 
Harry Blamires, Regent College 

Publishing, 2005, 224 pages,  

$11.96 (#1083).

Several books on having a Christian mind 

have been in print for a good number of years. We 

will be mentioning at least one of these in each 

review section of Equip to Disciple for the purpose 

of making certain that you have read them. If you 

have not read them, you will want to do so while 

they are still available. This book, The Christian 

Mind, by Harry Blamires is one of those books, first 

published in 1963.

If Blamires was not the first to use the phrase 

“the Christian mind,” he was certainly among the 

first. I first read this book in the mid to late 1960’s 

and have quoted from and referred to it numerous 

times when speaking and writing on the topic. 

His major thesis was twofold. First, the modern 

mind is a secular mind; and secondly, there is no 

longer a Christian mind. Though we are seeing 

somewhat of a spiritual revival in our culture, the 

modern and/or postmodern mind is not oriented 

towards the supernatural, which is not to be 

confused with Christianity. He says, “As a thinking 

being, the modern Christian has succumbed to 

secularization.” Today’s mind accepts religion but 

not as a way of life. “There is no Christian mind; 

there is no shared field of discourse in which we 

can move at ease as thinking Christians by trodden 

ways and past established landmarks.”

I would like to say in the forty-six years of 

this book’s existence that things have improved. 

However, all that can be said regarding there being 

no Christian mind is that the situation has gone 

even more downhill. Certainly more books have 

been written on the topic, some of which we have 

reviewed in the past, but no significant change 

for the better has taken place. Mark Noll wrote 

The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind in which he 

concluded, there is no evangelical mind. Earlier, 

Allan Bloom wrote The Closing of the American 

...the modern 
mind is a secular 
mind...Today’s 
mind accepts 
religion but not 
as a way of life.
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Mind with a broader emphasis on how the Western 

mind is not a thinking mind.

The main thing that underscores our being the 

image of God is namely our ability and capacity to 

think. How tragic when we do not. People in general, 

but Christians in particular, face some extremely 

serious, complicated, and complex issues. The need 

to know how to think from a Christian perspective 

has never been more urgent.

But what is a Christian mind? Part two of the 

book identifies six characteristics.

A supernatural orientation. There is more to 1.	
reality than the here and now and what we 
can see.

An awareness of evil and what it has done 2.	
in perverting “the noblest things.”

A conception of truth that depends on 3.	
God’s revelation.

An acceptance of authority. We must know 4.	
what God requires and submit to it. He is 
the final authority in all of reality, things 
present and things to come.

A concern for the person, realizing that 5.	
people are not machines. Human life has 
value.

A sacramental cast. In a sacramental view 6.	
of life, the Christian mind recognizes things, 
such as relationships and sexual love, as 
God’s ways of opening reality to us.

In his conclusion, Blamires asks the question: 

what will Christians do during the next fifty 

years to strengthen the Christian mind against 

secularism and the anti-supernatural? His time 

frame is now up, and our response is not very 

encouraging. Blamires concludes, “it is better to 

define, establish, and nourish a Christian mind in 

freedom now, as a positive last effort to bring light 

and hope to our culture and our civilization, than 

to have to try to gather together the miserable 

fragments of Christian consciousness after 

triumphant secularism has finally bulldozed its 

way through the Church, as a body of thinking 

men and women.”

If you have not read this book and been 

challenged by it, please do so. It will make a 

strategic difference in your outlook. e

— Charles Dunahoo, CEP Coordinator

The Doctrines of Grace: 
Rediscovering the Evangelical 
Gospel, James Montgomery Boice and 

Philip Graham Ryken, Crossway Books, 

2002, 240 pages, $14.39 (#8247).

The Doctrines of Grace is an excellent book that 

speaks to the doctrines of grace; and since 2009 

is the 500th anniversary of John Calvin’s birth, we 

decided to include the book in this issue’s reviews. 

While you cannot think of the doctrines of 

grace and not think about John Calvin, Boice and 

Ryken do so in an intentional way.  This is a good 

study book to work through these great doctrines 

since the authors help the reader associate them 

with Calvin. Boice and Ryken are clear that if the 

church is going to see great days, these truths 

must be widely known, preached, and embraced. 

They are further on target in maintaining that 

nothing is more needed today than the recovery 

of these great doctrines.

In the forward, R. C. Sproul writes about James 

Boice’s reaction to the news of his terminal 

cancer. He was not able to complete this book, 

but Ryken was able to do so quite admirably. 

Sproul said it was hard to tell where Boice left off 

and Ryken took up the pen.

The book is clear. It is not about any kind 

of Christianity but Calvinism because Boice 

believed that Calvinism was good for the church 

and its abandonment usually led to liberalism. 

Ryken’s comment in the preface gives you an 

idea of what the book is all about. From chapter 

eight, which Ryken calls the most important 

chapter in the book, Boice wanted to portray 

a kind of Christianity that was biblically based 

and theologically rigorous Calvinism but also 

practical and warm hearted. Ryken said, Boice 

so “earnestly wanted to convey the warmth and 

vitality of true Reformed spirituality.”

There is neither apology nor hesitation to set 

forth the doctrines of grace so clearly present 

in Calvinism as over against Arminianism. The 

author’s contention is that evangelicalism needs 

...if the church 
is going to 
see great 
days, these 
truths must be 
widely known, 
preached, and 
embraced.
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what Calvinism has to offer. The nine chapters in 

the book develop this sentiment clearly.

While part one develops the broad themes 

of Calvinism and its place in history, part two 

sets forth the five points of Calvinism. Part three 

concludes with an excellent chapter on the true 

Calvinist and how Calvinism has continued to 

impact the world.

The authors sought to end the book on the 

same positive note voiced by the late Abraham 

Kuyper at the close of his famous Princeton 

lectures on Calvinism in 1898. Kuyper maintained 

that the future looked bright for Christians 

because of Reformed, Calvinistic theology. But 

Ryken is correct when he says, “Our ability to fulfill 

this glorious calling will depend in large measure 

on our response to the doctrines of grace.” 

For a rich blessing, we recommend this book 

for reading, studying, and looking afresh at the 

glorious doctrines of grace. e
— Charles Dunahoo, CEP Coordinator

The Prayer of the Lord,  
R. C. Sproul, Reformation Trust, 2009,  

130 pages, $12.00 (#9525).  

Whether you feel competent to pray or not, it is 

always beneficial to rethink prayer - what it is, 

how to pray, and how not to pray. It is also good to 

be reminded that the number one object of our 

prayers is God Himself and His will. R. C. Sproul, in 

his usual manner of making difficult issues relating 

to theology and the Christian life accessible to us, 

has done a good thing in these ten chapters on 

prayer, focusing on the model prayer we know as 

the Lord’s Prayer.

If you remember the context of the prayer, the 

disciples, feeling a bit inadequate in their prayer 

life, came to Jesus and asked Him to teach them 

how to pray. Jesus responded, “When you pray... 

pray then like this.” Sproul suggests that the 

disciples obviously saw the connection between 

Jesus’ extraordinary prayer life and His power, 

actually His whole teaching, His character, and His 

whole person. Prayer was a vital part of our Lord’s 

life and should be the same for us. And yes, prayer 

does involve not only the heart but the mind as 

well. We need to understand certain things about 

God and ourselves. Our prayers are not about us 

but about Him. Actually, with these instructions we 

are reminded that the Sovereign God invites us 

into His presence. Also notice that Jesus’ response 

to the disciples’ question was not for them to pray 

this prayer but rather to pray “like this.”

Jesus gave them an eight point model prayer, 

not to be repeated simply by rote but to help 

them remember who God is, who we are, the 

reality of our sins, and the need to seek first 

His kingdom in everything. Prayer is not first 

about us. As Sproul points out, you have to go a 

distance into the prayer before we are included; 

but Jesus does elaborate on the kind of things 

that can be included in our prayer life, things 

that can and should have priority.

If we carefully study this prayer, we will learn 

a great deal about the Lord. He is our Father, He 

is the sovereign and holy King of the kingdom, 

and His will determines all things that come to 

pass. One example will indicate how valuable 

Sproul’s expositions are. In the chapter entitled 

“Your Kingdom Come,” he declares we must pray 

for the kingdom that is already here. The coming 

of Christ the King will come in its fullness at the 

end of the age. In the meantime, this petition 

implies we are to bear witness to the reality of 

Christ’s present kingship over all while we await 

His return. Sproul points out, “The only way the 

kingdom of God is going to be manifest in this 

world before Christ comes is if we manifest it by 

the way we live as citizens of heaven and subjects 

of the King.” Referring to Calvin, Sproul reminds 

us that the church’s task is to make visible the 

invisible kingdom.

While God does not need our praise and 

adoration since He is the all sufficient God and 

His existence does not depend on us, the marvel 

is that He wants us to serve and follow Him. He 

wants our adoration, reverence, and love.

Jesus modeled the importance of prayer to us 

and gave us instruction to help us have a more 

...the disciples 
obviously saw 

the connec-
tion between 

Jesus’ extraor-
dinary prayer 

life and His 
power...

Time to re-Engage – the world needs the gospel

Exposition   Encouragement   Adventure

The Christ of Christmas
BY JAMES MONTGOMERY BOICE

“…will dazzle the reader with Christ.”—Douglas Bond  

“For those who wish to celebrate the birth of Christ in a thoughtful and festive way.”  — Joni Eareckson Tada
How can we present the glory of Christmas anew to a jaded palette? James Boice uses all his skills to 
add sparkle to the Christmas story.

978-1-59638-159-9, p/b, $11.99

www.prpbooks.com

Gospel-Powered Parenting
How the Gospel Shapes and Transforms Parenting
BY WILLIAM P. FARLEY

“joyously biblical.”  —R. Kent Hughes
Our fear of the world’s in� uence on our children has hampered us. Farley’s radical restructure of Christian parenting 
gives us the chance to get it right.

978-1-59638-135-3, p/b, $12.99

The Walk
Steps for New and Renewed Followers of Jesus
BY STEPHEN SMALLMAN

“…a gem of a book.” —Carl R. Trueman
 “…the fruit of a lifetime of experience in ministry.”   —Tim Keller
How do we engage people of this distracted generation to see that their authentic self is best 
played out in living as a Christian. Stephen Smallman teaches these facts to people and this is 
the fruit of his experience. It could help you rediscover your authentic faith.

978-1-59638-093-6, p/b, $9.99

The Whole Counsel of God
Volume 1
BY RICHARD C. GAMBLE

“a very comprehensive theological project, embracing the disciplines of biblical theology, historical theology, and 
systematic theology. Nothing comparable in scope has been done in the last hundred years …Knowing Rick, I’m con-
vinced that he is the man to do this job. His theological convictions are thoroughly biblical and Reformed. He’s also a 
humble man of God who can write winsomely to the hearts of many sorts of readers.” —John Frame

978-0-87552-191-6, c, $49.99

Ephesians
BY BRIAN CHAPELL

“a sharp exegetical mind and a soft pastoral heart.”  —Tullian Tchividjian
The Reformed Expository Commentaries (REC) are gaining high praise for their accuracy, ap-
plication and acuity. If you want to get to grips with a Biblical passage, the REC commentaries 
don’t duck the issues.

978-1-59638-016-5, c, $29.99

The Whole Counsel of God
Volume 1
BY RICHARD C. GAMBLE

“a very comprehensive theological project, embracing the disciplines of biblical theology, historical theology, and 
systematic theology. Nothing comparable in scope has been done in the last hundred years …Knowing Rick, I’m con-
vinced that he is the man to do this job. His theological convictions are thoroughly biblical and Reformed. He’s also a 
humble man of God who can write winsomely to the hearts of many sorts of readers.” —



Time to re-Engage – the world needs the gospel

Exposition   Encouragement   Adventure

The Christ of Christmas
BY JAMES MONTGOMERY BOICE

“…will dazzle the reader with Christ.”—Douglas Bond  

“For those who wish to celebrate the birth of Christ in a thoughtful and festive way.”  — Joni Eareckson Tada
How can we present the glory of Christmas anew to a jaded palette? James Boice uses all his skills to 
add sparkle to the Christmas story.

978-1-59638-159-9, p/b, $11.99

www.prpbooks.com

Gospel-Powered Parenting
How the Gospel Shapes and Transforms Parenting
BY WILLIAM P. FARLEY

“joyously biblical.”  —R. Kent Hughes
Our fear of the world’s in� uence on our children has hampered us. Farley’s radical restructure of Christian parenting 
gives us the chance to get it right.

978-1-59638-135-3, p/b, $12.99

The Walk
Steps for New and Renewed Followers of Jesus
BY STEPHEN SMALLMAN

“…a gem of a book.” —Carl R. Trueman
 “…the fruit of a lifetime of experience in ministry.”   —Tim Keller
How do we engage people of this distracted generation to see that their authentic self is best 
played out in living as a Christian. Stephen Smallman teaches these facts to people and this is 
the fruit of his experience. It could help you rediscover your authentic faith.

978-1-59638-093-6, p/b, $9.99

The Whole Counsel of God
Volume 1
BY RICHARD C. GAMBLE

“a very comprehensive theological project, embracing the disciplines of biblical theology, historical theology, and 
systematic theology. Nothing comparable in scope has been done in the last hundred years …Knowing Rick, I’m con-
vinced that he is the man to do this job. His theological convictions are thoroughly biblical and Reformed. He’s also a 
humble man of God who can write winsomely to the hearts of many sorts of readers.” —John Frame

978-0-87552-191-6, c, $49.99

Ephesians
BY BRIAN CHAPELL

“a sharp exegetical mind and a soft pastoral heart.”  —Tullian Tchividjian
The Reformed Expository Commentaries (REC) are gaining high praise for their accuracy, ap-
plication and acuity. If you want to get to grips with a Biblical passage, the REC commentaries 
don’t duck the issues.

978-1-59638-016-5, c, $29.99

The Whole Counsel of God
Volume 1
BY RICHARD C. GAMBLE

“a very comprehensive theological project, embracing the disciplines of biblical theology, historical theology, and 
systematic theology. Nothing comparable in scope has been done in the last hundred years …Knowing Rick, I’m con-
vinced that he is the man to do this job. His theological convictions are thoroughly biblical and Reformed. He’s also a 
humble man of God who can write winsomely to the hearts of many sorts of readers.” —



22

Men | Women | youth | Children | equip to disciple

equip to disciple  |  issue three 2009 Christian Education and Publications | Discipling God’s Covenant People

equip to disciple | book reviews

800.283.1357 or visit www.cepbookstore.com

endorse

meaningful prayer life. This book of expositions on 

the Lord’s Prayer will be an encouragement to you 

and enrich your prayer life at the same time. e
— Charles Dunahoo, CEP Coordinator

Issues Facing 
Christians Today, 4th 

edition, John Stott, Zondervan, 2006, 528 

pages,  $15.99 (#9382).

Following the challenge of the Blamires 

book on The Christian Mind is John Stott’s  

Issues Facing Christians Today. Stott, one of the 

leading evangelical preachers and scholars 

of the 20th century, first published the book in 

1984. This important book has now been revised  

and updated and includes a new chapter by 

John Wyatt. 

When we talk about thinking with or 

developing a Christian mind there is the 

tendency to draw back and say, “That’s too hard. I 

do not know how to do that. And what difference 

does it really make?”

Along with The Christian Mind, this book is 

among the list of several books that I recommend 

using in making kingdom disciples, or those 

who know how to think God’s thoughts after 

Him and apply them to life or how to think with 

a transformed mind. Blamires deals with the 

necessity of the concept of the Christian mind 

while Stott is more hands on with the topic by 

looking at issues we are facing today.

Stott establishes five foundations to further 

challenge and instruct us in the process. In the 

chapter entitled “Our Complex World: Is Christian 

Thinking Distinctive?” he lists five foundational 

elements for thinking Christianly. 

First, Stott says we need a fuller doctrine of God. 

God has concern for all of humankind, which has 

important consequences for our thinking. God 

is the God of the nations and not simply of the 

covenant people. God begins with all the nations 

before He focuses on Israel, and He ends with all 

the nations. We need to remember that as well. 

Also, the living God is the God of justice as well 

as justification. He is concerned that community 

life be characterized by social compassion and 

justice, especially from those who are justified.

Second, we need a fuller doctrine of human 

beings, body and soul, based on being God’s image 

and likeness. Evangelism, relief, and development 

should define our Christian responsibility.

Third, we need a fuller doctrine of Christ 

that is consistent with His revelation of Himself 

as the Lord and Savior who is the agent of our 

redemption, not as depicted by things like The 

Da Vinci Code.

Fourth, we need a fuller doctrine of the 

church; not an isolated, withdrawal view of the 

church from life but Christians as agents of God’s 

reconciliation and thereby having significant 

influence on society. This comes about by living 

like kingdom people are supposed to live, with a 

concern for all of life.

Fifth, we need a Christian mind. Developing 

a Christian mind that thinks with integrity, is not 

anti-intellectual, and knows how to understand 

and speak to the problematic issues in today’s 

world is crucial.

These five elements are the keys to having a 

biblical world and life view, which is the right view 

of God, creation, man and the fall, redemption 

and restoration, and consummation. Knowing 

how these apply while we are living between the 

kingdom come and the kingdom coming is what 

God requires of us.

With certain basics in place, we are in a better 

position to think about, understand, discuss with 

intelligence, and impact those around us. Issues 

Facing Christians Today deals with issues such as 

bio-technology, same sex relationships, gender 

issues, war and peace, poverty, human rights, work 

and business relationships. 

You will benefit tremendously from reading, 

studying, and discussing this book. There are 

discussion questions to use with each chapter 

and topic. And though you may not always agree 

with the book, you will be better equipped to 

understand and think about major issues of life. e
— Charles Dunahoo, CEP Coordinator

God is the God 
of the nations 
and not simply 
of the covenant 
people. God 
begins with  
all the nations  
before He  
focuses on Israel, 
and He ends with 
all  the nations. 





Pastor,
Are you teaching
me everything I
need to know
about God?

Kids’ Quest Catechism Club  teaches God’s character and guides 

children through his Word. It’s a tool for building the church, one life at a time 

... preparing the next generation to be citizens and leaders of the Kingdom. 

The publishing ministry of the Committee on Christian Education of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and the Committee for Christian
Education & Publications of the Presbyterian Church in America. © 2009 Great Commission Publications, Suwanee, GA 30024-3897

Order a FREE catalog or preview pack today! 
www.gcp.org · 800-695-3387

PRESORT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT #275

MONTGOMERY, AL

Presbyterian Church in America 
Christian Education & Publications
1700 North Brown Road, Suite 102
Lawrenceville, Georgia  30043 




